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PEEL WATERWAYS, NET FISHING 
Grievance 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.23 am]:  My grievance is to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, the member for Cockburn, and is on behalf of everyone involved in 
recreational fishing in the Peel waterways.  People are concerned that the recent review by the Department of 
Fisheries will recommend the banning of nets being left out in the water overnight and the requirement that nets 
should be attended at all times.  

Mr Marlborough:  How are your nets going?  

Mr MARSHALL:  Mine are rotting away in the garage.  I was a frequent net fisher but I have not put them out in 
the past nine years.  I am too busy doing my job for the people of Dawesville.   

Such a recommendation would destroy a way of life for the little Aussie battler.  Net fishing has been a way of 
life in the Peel region since Thomas Peel settled there hundreds of years ago.  Net fishing progressed until the 
Labor Government came into power in the late 1980s.  In around 1991-92, the Labor Government abolished net 
fishing.  That was a tragedy.  It caused anguish to people who live around Mandurah and Dawesville.  After the 
change of Government in 1993, net fishing was reintroduced in moderation on two nights a week; namely, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  Most people were happy with that arrangement.  Net fishing is being phased out.  I 
can predict the answers that the member for Cockburn will give me.  He will tell me that we must look after the 
fish stocks, and that net fishing is a callous way to fish, because the crabs are undersized and the smaller species 
of fish are ruined.  The member will use those arguments, because they are the arguments used by the 
Department of Fisheries.  However, the member and that department are looking at the big picture, not the 
Mandurah picture.   

Mandurah has the largest waterways in Western Australia.  They are three times the size of the Swan River.  
With the advent of the Dawesville Channel, the fish stocks have increased.  Professional fishing is now 
conducted there less frequently.  The previous coalition Government bought back the fishing licences to protect 
the fish stocks.  That has meant that whereas there used to be 18 professional fishermen, now only six licences 
are issued.  In the old days, the professionals would put out one mile of net from one bank to the other, and of 
course stock preservation was abused.  However, that does not happen now.  The professionals now use crab 
traps with bigger mesh so that the smaller crabs can get out.  The crabs are in abundance this year.  It is well 
known that Mandurah is the home of the blue manna crab.  That reputation has not diminished over the past 
eight years when net fishing has occurred.   

I am fighting for the Aussie battlers, the people who live in the caravan parks, some of whom are 60 or 70 years 
old.  Net fishing will naturally be phased out because younger people find fishing too hard and like to buy their 
fish rather than expend their energy on fishing.  Today, there are fewer licences.  Older fishing people need the 
exercise and discipline.  They want to set their nets in the evening.  They want to go out with their wife and 
enjoy each other’s company.  There are not many sports in which a wife can participate with her husband.  If a 
husband and wife play golf, the wife must hit off from a tee that is 50 metres away from her husband’s.  If a 
husband walks with his wife, she will be left behind because she cannot keep up with him.  However, wives can 
participate in net fishing.  A husband and wife can row out in the dinghy and set the net, and can then go home 
and eat dinner, watch some television and share some jokes about the big fish that hit the net.  The family could 
be excited together.  The elderly couple would have to get up at 5.30 in the morning to pull up the net because if 
they did not the shags would strip the net before they had recovered it.  Net fishing involves discipline and 
exercise.   

The member for Cockburn will callously tell me that net fishing will be abolished altogether because that is what 
the Department of Fisheries wants.  That department is another bureaucratic group that does not have any 
foresight or understand the emotions that people have for net fishing.  Net fishing has been reduced from two 
nights a week to one.  We decided to abolish net fishing on Friday nights because that is when the tourists and 
shack owners come to Mandurah.  That was hard to do, because people buy shacks in Mandurah so that they can 
pursue such activities.  A lot of people cannot set their nets on Wednesday night because they go out.  It was a 
strategic decision to keep net fishing on Wednesday nights.   

Very few people are setting their nets.  The size of the nets has been reduced from four cuts to two cuts.  The net 
drop has been reduced to a foot a half, which means that all the fish swim under the net.  Very few fish are 
caught in the 2.5-inch mesh because it is relatively wide, so the smaller fish can swim out.  To top that off, the 
season has been closed for three months of the year.  
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I am speaking on behalf of the ordinary people of Australia whom the Labor Party says it represents; I am 
speaking for the battlers.  The former Labor Government scrubbed out net fishing before 1993.  The coalition 
Government brought it back into being and introduced areas of confinement to allow various species of fish to 
survive.  Now that the Labor Party is back in government, it wants to get rid of the Aussie battler, the little old 
bloke who is living on a pension who cannot afford a full diet and must go out and set his net.  I am defending 
such battlers as I did in 1993.  I believe the fact that fishing was once more allowed in the Peel Inlet in 1993 got 
me into Parliament, such was the emotion on the subject.  I appeal to the parliamentary secretary to look at this 
overnight.  Net fishing must continue in the Mandurah area.  If not, people will remain on the shore, have a drink 
or two and there will be a drowning.  That will be on Labor’s conscience.  The rule should not be changed. 

MR LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.31 am]:  The member for Dawesville has accused the 
Department of Fisheries of having made a recommendation to curtail or ban fishing in the Peel Inlet.  The 
decision has not been made and no such recommendation has yet come before the minister.  The minister is still 
considering his decision on the west coast fishing strategy group recommendation.  Therefore, the member still 
has the opportunity to put his arguments to the minister on behalf of his constituents.   

To put the member’s grievance in context, the west coast region attracts the highest number of recreational 
fishermen in this State.  An estimated 380 000 fishermen fish on approximately four million occasions.  This 
represents 60 per cent of the total participation in fishing in the State.   

Mr Johnson:  Do you go fishing? 

Mr LOGAN:  I do go fishing.  I am a very bad fisherman, except when I am fishing in the Cockburn Sound with 
other people who manage to get the fish in for me.   

I want to put the grievance into context.  I have indicated the number of fishermen and their impact and pressure 
on the west coast fishing areas.  As a result of that pressure, the west coast fishing strategy group was set up.  It 
held 14 public meetings in coastal and wheatbelt areas and received over 1 200 submissions.  It presented its 
final report to the Minister for Fisheries in August 2001.  A further round of consultation on the minister’s initial 
response to the working group commenced in November 2001.  That has not yet been finalised.  The member for 
Dawesville has raised this matter with me on a number of occasions.  As he feels so strongly about it, I suggest 
that he put the issues to the minister directly. 

Currently, netting is the only means of catching marine fish that are licensed under the Fish Resources 
Management Act.  Approximately 6 000 netting licences were issued in 2000-01.  Net fishers are required to 
identify their gear with a personal identification number.  The times when they can fish are limited, and they are 
limited to 60 metres of net.  The member for Dawesville presented his concerns about applying those conditions 
to the Peel-Harvey Inlet and asked what days and time limits were proposed.  The member has indicated that he 
is aware of the review which preceded the net fishing ban.  In 1993, a review of recreational net fishing 
recommended that netting on the west coast be phased out for all species other than mullet, which cannot be 
caught on the rod.  In addition, the review recommended that the risk of by-catches and excessive catches would 
be minimised by requiring that the net fishers attend to their gear and lift and clean their nets at least once an 
hour, thereby releasing any unwanted or undersized fish in that process.  The regulations were put in place for all 
waters except for the Peel-Harvey Inlet, which is currently open to unattended recreational netting on 
Wednesday nights between 1 November and 31 July.   

I will raise the emotive issue that the member for Dawesville thought I would raise; that is, the damage that net 
fishing can do to the fish stock.  Rod fishermen have raised those concerns.  They would have talked to the 
member for Dawesville and given him the opposite argument about the by-catch that occurs with net fishing.  
Net fishing is indiscriminate.  The member for Dawesville knows that.  We have discussed this point.  Nets catch 
everything that comes into the net, depending on the size of the net.  The restrictions on net fishing and what net 
fishers must do - that is, lift and clean the net once an hour - are in place to minimise the extent of by-catch.  I 
am not aware what recommendations are before the minister at the moment.  As I pointed out, the member for 
Dawesville still has the opportunity to argue his case with the minister, and I suggest that that is what he should 
do.  

Mr Marshall:  I recognise that the net fishermen should be putting in their submissions to the minister.  However, 
they comprise only a handful of elderly people and most elderly people would find that stressful and would not 
bother to write.  They are all pensioners.  That is why I am asking the member for Cockburn to see the minister 
on their behalf and to point out to the minister that, as only a few elderly people are involved in net fishing, over 
time net fishing will phase itself out.  

Mr LOGAN:  The member for Dawesville is using up my time with his answer.  The minister is still open to 
suggestions on this.  The final decision has not been made.  I suggest that the member for Dawesville represent 
his constituents and put these arguments to the minister to see whether he can influence the outcome.  
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